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Pedigree Russian vs NON-Pedigree Russian 

Pedigree Non-Pedigree 

 

Documented proof of breed 

History of breeding & health 

Ability to work out genetic diversity 

Only Russians behind kittens 

Pure-breeding = genetic duplication 

 

 

No breed documentation therefore DOMESTIC 

No knowledge of genetic history & health 

No idea of inbreeding 

No idea of what other breeds behind kittens 

Uncertain breeding = unexpected surprises  

Registered Breeder Back Yard Breeder 

  

Breeds only with Pedigree cats 

Invests in the breed (money, time, effort, love & 

CARE) 

Passionate about the breed  

Proud of the kittens and will send photo’s 

/pedigrees 

The parents are pets first and foremost 

Vet is consulted for any problems & all inoculations 

Cares about the development of the kittens 

Inoculates, de-worms, de- fleas, 

spays/neuters/microchips 

Feeds premium vet food to ensure health 

Regulated by registrar and bound by code of ethics 

Cares about the homes kittens go to 

Cares about health & temperament 

Educates & supports the new owner 

Kittens can only leave between 12 & 16 weeks 

Offers life-long advice & assistance 

 

 

Breeds with non-pedigree cats 

Only concerned with profit 

 

Only concerned with selling kittens 

Uses stolen pictures of kittens off the internet to sell 

kittens,  

The parents are just there to churn out kittens 

Does not even have a vet 

 

Kittens must leave before they start to cost  

Does the bare minimum before the kitten leaves 

Feeds cheapest food, sells kitten before it is weaned 

Answers to no-one 

First come, first serve 

Only concern is that you believe it’s a “insert breed” 

Your kitten/cat your problem 

Kittens go between 6 & 8 weeks 

Not contactable after sale 

 

You as the purchaser have every right to purchase whatever you want BUT please do so with 

knowledge! Remember you get what you pay for. 

There are a number of adverts on the various for sale websites such as Gumtree, Junkmail, OLX etc 

advertising Russian kittens “ready to go”. You may well be here due to one of those adverts that we 

decided to place in order to educate you the purchaser on what the difference is between what is 

being sold by what we term Back Yard Breeders (BYB) and what the registered breeders in South 

Africa breed. 

So what is the difference? Well one is “real” and one is “fake” quite simply. 

Why should that matter to you the purchaser? This is quite simple – it’s the difference between a 

cubic zirconia and a diamond, it’s the difference between a Rolix and a Rolex to put it quite bluntly. 

Sure they make be made to look the same but were they made the same? There is of course a 

HUGE difference between an inanimate object and a pet that will hopefully share the next 15 years 

and more as your companion over a piece of jewellery, so one would think you the purchaser would 

prefer to have a REAL Russian and not a “fake”. 
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A breeder that breeds with non-pedigree cats is not governed by ethics and does not answer to 

anyone, if the breeder does not care about what they are breeding do they really care about the 

kittens they produce or about you the purchaser. A registered breeder is governed by the 

registering body and a code of ethics, they care a great deal about their kittens and they care about 

who their kittens go to and thus they care about YOU. 

Here are some points to consider: 

1. Pedigree – a registered pedigree is really the only way to tell the “real” Russian from the 

“fake” if the kitten / cat does not have a certified pedigree and registered with a registering 

body it is simply just a grey (black or white) domestic because this is the only authentication 

or proof of parentage/lineage. The reason why a pedigree is important is because that is 

what generations of breeders have worked on collectively to bring you your kitten. Many 

many years of selective breeding to ensure your kitten has the correct colour, coat, eye 

colour, temperament, ears, profile and very very important - genetic diversity that ensures 

health. 

 

2. Health - is what will affect how long your Russian will live with you the purchaser. Will you 

be happy if your “fake” lasts just a year or two because there was no way to tell what 

genetic diseases is lurking in his DNA? Pedigree breeders try hard to eradicate genetic 

diseases to ensure your Russian will live a very long time and this can only be done through 

a pedigree, to select breeding cats that do not harbour health issues through their ancestors. 

 

3. Genetic diversity – without a pedigree how do you know your kitten is not the result of 

incest breeding (father to daughter, uncle to niece, full cousins, full siblings). Yes, it is true in 

pedigree breeding we occasionally do “line breeding” i.e. 2nd cousin mating’s or great-

grandfather to great-grand-daughter but without a pedigree how would you know what cat’s 

are sitting behind your kitten. The breeders in South Africa work on what is called co-

efficiency which gives us a percentage on inbreeding over 10 generations, we try to work 

under 10% and most certainly under 20%. Can someone breeding without pedigree’s give 

you that assurance? 

 

4. Cost – a pedigree Russian costs around R5000, a “fake” Russian costs between R1500 & 

R2500. Sure the pedigree Russian is more expensive but as we have already established 

pedigree is what makes the difference. Breeders that register their cats are bound by rules 

and regulations of ethics set out by the registering body. A pedigree breeder cannot go to 

the local feral community to pick up a grey domestic cat that resembles a Russian and breed 

with it. Here in South Africa we import most of our breeding Russians, this can cost 

between R15 000 and R35 000 depending on where the breeding cat is coming from. 

 

5. Living conditions - of the breeding cats and how this affects the health and temperament 

of your kitten. Back Yard Breeders are only concerned with how much and how fast they 

can make money off their breeding cats. So the conditions of producing your kitten can vary 

depending on how much time and effort is put into the babies. How long is a kitten kept by 

the breeder will affect the health and temperament vastly. It is a known fact that keeping 

kittens with their mother to minimum 12 weeks of age is absolutely VITAL. What age are 

the “fake” kittens being advertised as “ready to go” – 6 weeks? 8 weeks? At 6 weeks a kitten 

is not yet weaned from it’s mother or litter trained and certainly NOT vaccinated! At 8 
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weeks they have just learned to eat kibble and have learned what a litter tray is and probably 

had their first inoculation. GREAT you may say …. Unfortunately not at 8 weeks they are at 

their MOST vulnerable as it’s a critical stage of immunity where the immunity they get from 

mom’s milk has completely waned and their own immunity has not yet developed – this 

takes at least 4 more weeks to develop on it’s own and with first inoculation. So by 

purchasing an 8 week old kitten you are getting a kitten that is NOT capable of dealing with 

the stress of a home move and susceptible to any illness, it’s immune system has yet to 

develop. Between the ages of 8 and 14 weeks the kitten develops it’s social skills by playing 

with it’s siblings and it’s mother who will teach it manners. It is a known fact that kittens that 

leave their mother and siblings under the age of 12 weeks will more than likely develop 

behaviour problems. Remember this is a cat you will have to live with for many years, are 

you willing to have a cat that piddles or poops all over your house or thinks scratching and 

biting is “fun”. BUT Back Yard breeders don’t worry about things like that, the sooner they 

can get the kitten out their house and make it your problem the better – it costs money, 

effort and TIME to feed it, socialise it and vaccinate it. Besides the sooner they can get the 

kittens out the house the sooner they can mate the breeding girl again to produce another 

litter that will bring in the money! 

 

6. Immunity – Back Yard Breeders are not really concerned with the health of their breeding 

cats – it’s all about how much money they can make and how much money they can save so 

things like taking their breeding cats for inoculations (or even inoculating the kittens) is not 

something they have the funds for because at R1500 for a kitten there IS no money to take a 

kitten to the vet. Kittens get their very first immunity from their mother’s milk – if the 

breeding girl is not inoculated she cannot pass on the vital anti-bodies the kittens need. Over 

breeding of the female well as you can see it’s a case of get the kittens away from mom as 

soon as possible so she can get pregnant again. If a breeding girl does not have sufficient time 

between litters she cannot possibly make strong healthy kittens can she? Feeding kittens on 

premium vet food (like Royal Canin or Hills) that support the growth and immunity of the 

kitten is not in the budget for a Back Yard Breeder. This is one of the reasons they sell 

kittens so young – less cost for them even if they are feeding sub-standard food. 

 

7. Temperament – Back Yard Breeders are not concerned about the temperament of their 

cats or the kittens that are produced. Mostly their cats are locked up in rooms or cages with 

little to no human interaction – it is really just about making babies to sell. If a cat is to 

produce loving, friendly, confident kittens they have to COME from mothers and fathers 

with this disposition. If a kitten is to have a well socialised & outgoing personality the 

breeder needs to spend time handling them. 

 

8. Passion – a registered breeder is passionate about their breed, they are not motivated by 

money as it costs copious amounts of money (more than can be made from the sale of their 

kittens). Their breeding cats are first and foremost their PETS that they love and care for 

and are of utmost importance. They share their passion for their breed with you the 

purchaser. They care where their kittens go and want only the best for their babies and 

want you the purchaser to love and care for your Russian the way they have cared for them 

as kittens and their mom’s and dads. A breeder that does not even care about the lineage of 

their breeding cats or the ethical care of their kittens is not to be trusted with your heart. 
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9. Care – Besides caring about the cat’s behind the pedigree of the registered kittens, caring about 

the health and ensuring the kitten is inoculated twice before it leaves. The responsible ethical 

breeder also cares about the effect of breeding and does not want to add to the overpopulation of 

unwanted cat’s and kittens thus will spay and neuter all kittens before they leave the breeder. The 

ethical breeder also cares that if your Russian should escape your property and get lost he/she can 

be returned to you by having the kitten micro-chipped. Would the back yard breeder care about any 

of these things? 

10. Education & support – a breeder that is passionate about their breed will try to educate you 

in the best way possible to ensure that your kitten will live a long and happy life. They care about 

what they produce and will offer life-long support to you in regards to your purchase. They will be 

there when you need advice and they will be there if you can no longer take care of your Russian, 

they would never ever turn away a Russian that they have bred and would ensure that the kitten / 

cat is taken care of and re-homed if need be.   

So when you look at the difference between a “fake” and a “real” Russian can you start to 

understand the implications? A “fake” will cost you half of the “real” but the cost that has gone into 

“making” the kitten is VAST. What does this mean to you …. Bottom line a “fake” will inevitably 

cost you more in the long run due to failing health (vets bills) and cost you many years of heart ache 

due to behaviour problems and untimely death.   

The choice of course is yours but make that decision knowing the difference and chose 

carefully. 

Something to consider if you do not want to “spend the money” on 

a pedigree Russian: please rather not waste your money on “fakes” - 

rather offer a home to a kitten / cat from a no-kill shelter like:- 

www.kittyshelter.co.za https://www.facebook.com/raisenrescue?fref=ts 

www.claw-sa.org https://www.facebook.com/DARG.org.za?fref=ts 

www.fora.org.za Pawsome Wacky Whiskers Rescue and Rehome (are 

only on Facebook) 

http://animalallies.co.za Co-Sanc (are only on Facebook) 

www.mdzananda.co.za Angels Refuge SA (are only on Facebook) 

www.tears.org.za  

www.aniwell.org.za  

www.aacl.org.za  

www.luckylucy.org  

www.spca-ct.co.za  
 

Please spay/neuter your pets and do not perpetuate the circle of 

shelter animals.  At the end of the day at least you are getting “what 

you paid for” because a “fake” Russian is just a domestic / pavement 

special / moggy that you have been duped into purchasing. 


